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Gulf War Entering Critical, Perhaps Final, Phase for All
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2 who helped overthrow the shah, knows that
! the Iranian forces are running short of

modern weapons and in a recent statement

Persian Gulf on Nov. 2 may have served to
.drive away an intruding boat, but it also di-
verts attention from some of the more sig-

state that from the start of the Guif war has

offensive against Iran’s oil industry, which | -
supports Tehran's war effort. S '
We have not yet, of course, experienced
. majorIranian retaliation, which, if it comes,
. islikely to be delivered by Chinese Silk- *
8. Those are a Chinese version

head candamage a vessel of substantial size, . : :
The problem %ﬁ%ﬁﬂ;ﬁ:g ﬁml 'Er A OIS thaC rea oA the original pui T mﬁméofsajt Butreports from Western . 9629
candivert it from its target. Although the TBLGITS intelligezce agencies in Tehran confirm
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vert the missile once def

e sre know now, the government in Tehranis  soidiers and offiiae in 94 forayk
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ould always be taken with several The Mujahedeen's objectives in the at- Copyright 1987 Drew Middieton

any open signs of disturbance, these reports

beenone of Iraq’s leading supporters, Seé. speak of wid, disaffecti
ond, while this sssistance continues, Iraqis two &gmw ’ o aufung_
freeto continueits fairly successful air-sea " Thefirstisthe urban middle class. De-

veloped under the shah, it has lost jobs and
standing, Its members no longer énjoy
theirold standard of living— not with lamb at
$35a half pound. Within this class, the lib-

- erated women of the shah’s era are the most
outspoken critics of the present regime.

‘gg;wm which wasa highly suc- The second group is made up of the
1 antil the arrival of mothers and fathers of the “martyrs,” the
the French Exocet surface-to-surface mis- . ' = < name commonly given to the young men .
sité, which isnow in the Iragiarmory. A Silkworm ‘missile is launched -during a mlitary exercise in China. The. . whohave been killed inthe war with Iraq. _
The Silkwor Fplus-potind war- Wweapon’s 1,000-pound-plus warhead can y d alarge vessel,  While there has neverbeen an official fig-

ure, some estimates run as high as 600,000

The official government. position is that

Navy acknowledges that the Silkwormcan , . The adverse course of events inthe Per- that, althagh the figures of Iranian casual-  the parentsare proud of their sons’ martyr-
Fangein about Fiiautes, ¥ sian Gulfis not the only troublesome situa- ties may be exaggerated, the fact remains do. But the government has done nothing

Ialso s confident that it has the tools to - tion facing Avatollah Ruhollah Khomeini’s that the Mijahedeen are presenting an in- financially for the parents, whose loss of sons

regime. Late last month the - creasis Tio ili blent for th totill farms or run shops would be the .
e Aot secu Sanyserious military proble ¢ equivalent in our society to a loss of Social

will the Silkworm be used? Anormal tlgtycuuncillmet todiscuss for the firsttime Iranian amy. TS oalo
mgm orn;‘.hleacnemd. g‘fihstfg;;aval ?gd al{i «t::,’;pﬁi&lﬁ,’ gﬁ ?ﬁgg:sggwgat itterms : Theelements of the problem are famil- Ex;mgh?:n mﬁﬁ s,}ematl!:)n by the Mu-
ue to employ the Silkworm onv'vou -ﬁ,‘;‘t’xﬁ' The attack : ’i e'r . lar. The best of Iran's regular troops are else- Jahedeen or even a decisive Iragi victory, if
waiti defonse fi agat;l £ sare the Mu Wwhere — threatening Basra, trainingfora and when Tehran launches its much dis-
country's w}ﬁwknsg rom that " Khalg, or People 's Warriors, who have new offensive inthe north. Raids by the Muja- cussed “final offensive,” could bring down
Soviet AW surtace airmissiles B, dadio have e rero barersin Bagh-  hedeenmustbomet by poory armed oc the government. Say -
einls 1 oa o SOOITRRIAN s Mhraiders, usually strikingatnight, e R ?

- nificant weapons and forces of the Iran-Iraq i t his forces had destroyed
war—aconflictin which the United ed;;xﬁet:taworth ;lcﬂlivns of dollars.
States, yv_heth§:r9r notWashington wishesto Fragmentary intelligence reports from
admp\qledge it is now deeply ;pvolvgd. Iran and its neighbors indicate that the inter- |
This involvement arises from twa cir- nal situation is vulnerable to this sort of )
cumstances. First, America is giving armed resistance activity. Although the Khomeini
assistancé to the oil exports of Kuwait, a regime’s police have ruthlessly quelled
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